Over 33 million pilgrims came to
Rome for Jubilee Year

Almost 33.5 million pilgrims came to Rome during the Holy Year from 185
countries, said Archbishop Rino Fisichella, pro-prefect of the Dicastery for
Evangelization and the Holy See’s official point man for the Jubilee on Monday,
January 5.

He shared the statistics during a press conference at the Vatican giving a round-
up on the last year, as Pope Leo XIV will officially conclude the Jubilee with the
closing of the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica on January 6.

“The whole world came to Rome” during the Holy Year, said Archbishop
Fisichella, highlighting how the initial projections estimated by the Roma Tre
University - of around 31 million pilgrims - were exceeded.

The entire world came to Rome, but Europe especially: 62% of the pilgrims came
from the European continent, with Italy ranking first in terms of number of
participants. North America was the second continent most represented
accounting for 17% of the pilgrims. In fact, after Italy most came from the United
States, Spain, Brazil and Poland.
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A Jubilee of spirituality that looks to the future

Neither the number of pilgrims nor the 35 ‘major events’ fully captures the true
significance of a year focused primarily on touching people’s lives and renewing
them on a deeper level. “The spiritual dimension at the base of the Jubilee made it
possible to see a people on the move, with a great desire for prayer and
conversion,” said Archbishop Fisichella.

“The Papal Basilicas and other centers of prayer—such as the Holy
Stairs—recorded unprecedented attendance levels,” he continued. “Confessions
increased, and the Jubilee celebration of complete forgiveness, the indulgence,
has reached everyone.”

“The Jubilee comes to an end,” the Pro-Prefect explained, “but the many signs of
hope that were offered remain, and the horizon widens to support a future filled
with peace and serenity, as everyone desires. In a word, this Holy Year achieved
the goal expressed in the Bull of Indiction of the Jubilee, Spes non confundit: to be
for everyone an opportunity to rekindle hope.”

The generosity of 7,000 Volunteers

There are, however, some numbers that truly matter, because “in a time of easy



individualism”, as Archbishop Fisichella noted, the tireless work of so many
volunteers was very important.

He explained that 5,000 served throughout the Jubilee Year, and another 2,000
members of the Order of Malta provided first-aid services at the four Papal
Basilicas.

The Mayor of Rome and Extraordinary Government Commissioner for the Jubilee,
Roberto Gualtieri, saw his city and its inhabitants patiently welcome the many
faithful who came to the capital to obtain the plenary indulgence.

“The pilgrims did not take anything away from Rome’s ability to welcome tourists
and provide services to its citizens. On the contrary, the Jubilee was a driving
force,” the Mayor said.

“The joy, faith, and hope of the pilgrims touched the hearts of Romans, who in
turn showed a welcoming attitude toward them, even when their numbers were
extraordinary. Tor Vergata, for example, is an event that will forever be part of
the history of our City and of the Church,” Gualtieri concluded, referencing the
Jubilee of Young People in August.

* Article published in Vatican News. By: Daniele Piccini. Photographs: Vatican
Media.
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