
Education in South Sudan

The school is in Rumbek, Lakes State, South Sudan, the 
world’s youngest nation that became independent in 

2011 after a long and bloody war with northern Sudan.

Around 80% of South Sudanese depend on subsistence 
farming or herding as their primary source of livelihood. 
While there is sufficient water throughout Lakes State, the 
average person does not have access to potable water. 
Water contamination exacerbates an already precarious 
health situation.

Roads are unpaved and have suffered from the ongoing civil 
war (started in 2013 after independence), as funds dedicated 
to their repair were reallocated for military purposes. Public 
transport is nonexistent, movement is reduced to a bare mi-
nimum due to road conditions and lack of security; it stops 
completely during the rainy season from July to December.

In South Sudan the two major cultural groups are the Dinka 
(35%) and the Nuer (15%). Within each tribal group there is 
a system of sub-tribes, clans and familial groups. Lakes State’s 
constituency is largely Dinka, which represent over 70% of 
the population.
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Educational attainment is extremely poor due to 
the lack of  schools, qualified teachers, and ma-

terials. Less than a third of  the population is lite-
rate (27%),  and only 16% of  women can read and 
write. Fifty percent of  South Sudanese live below the 
poverty line. Most of  the country’s teachers are un-
trained, poorly paid and lack the most basic tea-
ching materials. Due to internal conflict that began 
in 2013, many of  the already insufficient infra-
structures have been destroyed or misappropriated 
and converted for other use.

Providing Quality Education for youth in South Sudan: 
a nEw SEcondary School  in rumbEk, South Sudan

thE rElaf bEyond thE bordErS ProjEct

Photo credits: Paul Jeffrey 



Why open a secondary school in South Sudan?

In 2006, the Loreto Sisters arrived in Rumbek, at the invitation 
of  the Bishop of  the Diocese of  Rumbek. The Sisters opened 
a secondary boarding school for girls within the community of  
Maker Kuei, Matingai Payam, Rumbek. In 2008, the secondary 
school began and girls from across the Diocese were welcomed 
into the school. Later on, as local schools were overcrowded 
or repurposed during the initial civil war, it became that the 
local community also needed a primary school. In 2010, the 
Loreto Sisters began a kindergarten and primary 1 class. Many 
of  the children had never attended school and needed ad-
ditional assistance. The Sisters opened an afternoon program 
to tutor children and allow older students to complete the 
primary school program in four years instead of  the standard 
eight. This program has been institutionalized and is known as 
the Accelerated Learning Program. Today the Loreto primary 
school is comprised of  16 classes from 1st to 8th grade, 
covering the eight-year government primary school curriculum, 
with a total of  905 students (610 morning pupils and 295 
afternoon learners).
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In 2017, the secondary school gross enrolment 
rate is approximately 5% totaling about 80,000 stu-

dents with a dropout rate of  over 70%, it is clear that 
the current secondary school system is not working 
effectively or efficiently. Such catastrophically low en-
rolment rates for entry into secondary education have 
a profoundly negative effect on future economic and 
social development. It helps to explain why there are 
so few skilled or qualified South Sudanese workers in 
sectors as diverse as the building trades, the hospita-
lity industry, business, and accounting. A producti-
ve future for South Sudan depends on improving the 
standards of  education and a long-term commitment 
to training the leaders of  tomorrow. Without more se-
condary school students, who will teach the next gene-
ration of  South Sudanese?

lorEto School

Br Regis and Br Hossamm, both of  whom have extensive educational experience in South Sudan, were asked by the 
Institute to conduct an exploratory visit to determine the viability of  opening a secondary school in South Sudan. 
Two other places were considered, Bentieu and Wau. Rumbek was chosen because there is relative security and a 
pre-existing strong presence of  Catholic education. The Loreto Sisters with their co-educational primary school 
and all girls secondary school provides a solid foundation for the Brothers to launch a complementary secondary  
school for boys and work together to build upon of  the important work the Sisters in service of  the local community.

Why Rumbek?
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The new La Salle Secondary School in Rumbek
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The new La Salle Secondary School in Rumbek will initially offer a day program with the objective of  bu-
ilding on the primary education received from the Loreto Sisters and local public schools.  Students will 

develop into educated, responsible and compassionate members of  their local communities that will become 
active citizens and leaders in forming South Sudan’s future.  Classes for the first students of  La Salle Secondary 
School start this April in the Loreto Sisters’ existing facilities. The Brothers aim to build and equip a brand-new 
school to host 320 pupils in the next three years on 48 hectares of  land donated to the school by local chiefs. 
Additionally, to ensure consistent and quality instruction, The Brothers will provide advanced teacher training 
to 24 local secondary school teachers. Thanks to its holistic approach which integrates child rights, trauma and 
relevant education providing students with sought after skills, La Salle Secondary School represents a beacon 

of  hope for youth and the community. 

what iS nEEdEd?
600.000 USD 

are urgently needed to build and equip the 
first phase of  classrooms, cafeteria and 
offices. The Loreto Sisters are generously 
hosting De La Salle Secondary School 
students but will need all of  their classrooms 
at the start of  the school year in February 
2019 to meet increasing student demand. 
Let’s join efforts to provide a viable future 

for young boys in Rumbek, South Sudan. 

The materials needed to build the school must be imported from Uganda. South Sudan roads, already 
difficult to pass during the dry season, become completely impassable during the rainy season which be-

gins in June Rumbek and our students will be completely isolated from June to December! We need to get 
the materials before June! This is the only way we can continue school construction during these months for 
students to move into initial classrooms for the start of  the new South Sudanese school year in February 2019. 

We need to beat the rain!

We need to beat the rain!


