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In your work you ought to unite zeal for the good of the Church with zeal for the good of the
nation of which your disciples are beginning to be and one day ought to be perfect members.
You will procure the good of the Church by making them true Christians,
docile to the truths of faith and to the maxims of the holy Gospel.

You will procure the good of the nation by teaching them how to read and write and
everything else that pertains to your ministry with regard to exterior things.

But piety must be joined to exterior things; otherwise, your work would be of little use.

MF 160,3,2. For the feast of St. Louis

Reflection by Br. Eduardo Rivera - Peru

In the meditation, the Founder closes his reflection by referring to two realities, the religious and
the political, to which he asks us for the same zeal. Two realities that some tend to understand as
opposites, but which from our spirituality we must live as a single commitment, as expressed by the
purpose of the Institute to provide a human and Christian education.

In the political sphere, one way to benefit society is to provide civic training to enable people to act as
citizens and not as isolated individuals. Another way addresses a dual challenge: the personal and the
social. On the one hand, educating in practical morality, but also building and defending fair and
inclusive structures. Both as signs of personal conversion and the presence of the Kingdom.

As for the Church, it so happens that our Catholic institutions are often the only ecclesial approach
for people, so we must ask ourselves what face of the Church (and of God) we reveal to them in our
discourses or behaviours. The task is for those of us who inhabit our educational works to have the
experience of a Church that reaches out, that is synodal and sensitive to injustices and to the suffering
of the weak.
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