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This meditation for the time of retreat reminds us of an important dimension of our ministry as  
educators: we do not only teach mathematics, language or science. We teach a way of looking at reality 
and of building a life with meaning and value. That is why La Salle, quoting Saint Paul, invites us to be 
aware that our holiness as educators is at stake in the pedagogical relationship. It is, then, in the  
educational service to the children that God has entrusted to us that we find the deep meaning of our 
work, which we understand as ministry. It is for them, for the love we have given, for our ability to 
‘move their hearts’ that we will be “held accountable”.
That is why every gesture of genuine accompaniment, of inspiration, of care and love in this ritual of 
teaching and learning is a step towards our holiness. Understanding that our students constitute us as 
teachers implies an understanding of the pedagogical relationship that proposes a way of living our  
being educators: accompanying the growth and well-being of our students, in all their dimensions and 
not only in the ‘cognitive’ one, fulfils our life, makes us saints.
Are we aware of the commitment we make as educators to our students? Do we take on this ministry 
and this mission from this perspective? Will we be able to love our students? Monsignor Casaldáliga 
said:

“At the end of the road they will ask me:
– Have you lived? Have you loved?

And I, without saying anything,
will open my heart full of names”.

In this year of Lasallian spirituality, may our hearts as educators be full of names.
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“Saint Paul warns you of this when he says that those who are in charge of others will give an account  
of them to God. He does not say that they will give an account of their own souls, but of the souls of those 
under their direction, and over whom they must watch as one who will give an account of them. And the 
real reason for this is that, if they fulfil their role as guides and leaders of the souls of those entrusted to 
them well, they will fulfil their obligations to God equally well; and God will shower them with so many 
graces that they will sanctify themselves to the extent that they contribute as much as they can to the 

salvation of others. Have you so far considered the salvation of your pupils as your own business, during 
the whole time they were under your guidance? Well, you have exercises that have been established for 
your own sanctification; however, if you feel ardent zeal for the salvation of those you are charged with 

instructing, you will not fail to do them and to refer them to this intention. By doing so, you will draw down 
upon them the graces necessary to contribute to their salvation, in the certainty that, if you act in this way, 

God himself will take care of yours. From now on, maintain these dispositions”.


