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CHALLENGES OF LIVING THE  
LASALLIAN  SPIRITUALITY IN THE WORLD TODAY

The Lasallian spirituality in today’s world presents a challenge that demands renewal and a deep  
commitment to our faith. It calls us to see and respond in faith to the ever-changing needs of the  
community we serve, even amidst the pervasive changes, divisions, and uncertainties that 
characterize our global community. In this context, the spirituality and mission of Saint John 
Baptist de La Salle continue to shine as a beacon of light, inviting us to transform lives through 
education and service. However, this call to live the Lasallian spirituality is not without its 
challenges. Let us reflect on the ways our spirituality speaks to us today, guiding us through the 
complexities of the modern world.

Where is the Lasallian Spirituality in the fragmented world?

In today’s world, we see divisions within families, communities, and nations. People are  
often fragmented, and separated by social, political, economic, and even religious barriers.  
However, Saint John Baptist de La Salle’s vision of education was rooted in unity and inclusion.  
He envisioned communities where everyone could belong, regardless of their background or 
status. His spirit reminds us that our mission is not just about imparting knowledge, but about 
building communities where every person is valued and loved as a child of God.

Today, this challenge demands that we bridge the divides that separate us and foster true  
solidarity among people. The Lasallian spirituality invites us to go beyond the surface and be a voice 
for the voiceless, particularly for the marginalized. It calls us to create communities grounded in love,  
respect, and mutual understanding, the way God desires us to live in communion.

What is the role of Lasallian Spirituality in secularism and disconnection from faith?

In our modern world, secularism is gaining prominence. Many individuals are moving away from 
religious life, often perceiving education and progress as disconnected from spirituality. While 
the world may emphasize material success and individualism, living the Lasallian spirituality  
reminds us that our ultimate goal is not merely to impart knowledge but to nurture the entire 
person: mind, body, and spirit.

As Lasallians, our mission is to bring Christ into the classroom, integrating faith into the  
educational experience. This endeavor may not always be straightforward in a world that may 
harbor skepticism or indifference toward religious values. Nevertheless, Saint John Baptist de 
La Salle’s example inspires us to remain steadfast in the belief that education is a path to  
holiness. We are challenged to create environments where students not only excel  
intellectually but also cultivate spirituality, fostering virtues that lead to a life of service and 
justice.

How does Lasallian Spirituality move us to serve the poor and marginalized?

The life and faith journey of Saint John Baptist de La Salle and his unwavering commitment 
to serving the poor and marginalized remain the cornerstone of the Lasallian spirituality and 
mission. He recognized education as a powerful tool and intervention of God to break the cycle 
of poverty and dedicated his life to making it accessible to all, particularly those with limited 
options.
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Today, poverty manifests in various forms, including economic, educational, emotional, and 
spiritual. It goes beyond financial constraints, encompassing the lack of opportunities, hope, 
and human and divine connection. Lasallian spirituality and mission face the challenge of 
reaching those in need, whether in under-resourced communities, conflict-ridden areas, or the 
digital divide that divides access to education.

In this context, the key lies in discovering our identity as created and the image and likeness 
of God by finding innovative and creative ways to serve. We are called to leverage technolo-
gy, implement outreach programs, and collaborate with other organizations to ensure that  
education remains a catalyst for justice and equality for all, particularly the most vulnerable. 
This endeavor demands both humility and innovation, as we adapt our methods to meet the 
present needs while upholding the mission’s core values.

How does living the Lasallian Spirituality require zeal and passion for the mission?

Saint John Baptist de La Salle’s faith life and mission were driven by his unwavering and  
unshakable passion to serve others. He viewed education not as a profession but as a profound 
calling from God. Zeal is an essential aspect of the Lasallian spirituality and community, even 
in the face of exhaustion, doubt, and burnout, we take inspiration from the Crucified Christ to 
remain faithful and share in the passion of Christ.

In today’s fast-paced world, educators and ministers often find themselves overwhelmed by 
demanding tasks and the pressures of modern life. These challenges can drain even the most 
passionate hearts, making it difficult to sustain the initial zeal. The key lies in maintaining that 
initial passion, even when confronted with adversity. We are reminded that it is God’s grace 
that sustains us. Just as Saint John Baptist de La Salle trusted in God’s providence, we are called 
to lean on Him in times of difficulty. By doing so, we can find the strength to continue our  
mission with joy, patience, and unwavering commitment.

How does Lasallian Spirituality play a role in the formation of a changing world?

One of the primary aspects of the Lasallian mission is the formation of educators. Saint 
John Baptist de La Salle pioneered innovative teacher training and formation, and today, the  
challenge lies in preserving this tradition in an ever-evolving world. The needs of students, 
teaching methods, and cultural contexts are constantly shifting, causing the Lasallian mission 
to adapt while upholding its core values, doing the mission never apart from spirituality.

This demands a constant commitment to a constant discovery of the plan of God, lifelong 
learning, and professional development. As Lasallians, we are called to be living witnesses to 
faith, continuously striving to deepen our understanding of God’s word, refine our teaching 
methods, and enhance our capacity to serve others. We must embrace innovative ideas and  
approaches yet never lose sight of the inherent dignity and spiritual well-being of those  
entrusted to our care, being created in the image and likeness of God.

How does Lasallian Spirituality call us to be Instruments of peace and justice?

Finally, the Lasallian spirituality invites us to become missionaries of peace and justice in 
a world plagued by conflict, inequality, and injustice. This is arguably one of the greatest  
challenges we face today. In a world where division and violence seem to be the norm, the 
Lasallian call to work for peace and justice is a radical one. However, it is a call that has always 
been at the core of the mission of Christ and therefore, it must become the fundamental fruits 
of the Lasallian Spirituality.

Saint John Baptist de La Salle’s life and faith teach us that we are not merely called to be  
educators, but to be agents of change, peace, and reconciliation. The world needs Lasallians 
who will not stand by in the face of injustice, but who will stand up for the dignity of every 
person, work for the common good, and live out the Gospel values of love and compassion.
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Conclusion

The challenges of the Lasallian spirituality and mission in the modern world are formidable, 
but they are not insurmountable. Saint John Baptist de La Salle’s legacy continues to inspire 
us to confront these challenges with faith, hope, and love. As Lasallians, we are called to be  
beacons of light in the darkness, serving the poor, nurturing the whole person, and  
remembering God’s presence in the world. By doing so, we take part in the ongoing mission of 
transforming the world through education and service, as envisioned by Saint John Baptist de 
La Salle.

Live, Jesus, in our hearts forever!
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